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             PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

   It seems like it was just yesterday that we 

were laying out plans for our summer 

season. Looking back we have indeed had a 

very busy season. Your museum was 

represented at several air shows and public 

displays covering southern and central 

Alberta as well as making an appearance in 

British Colombia. The traveling display 

appeared at the Cranbrook air show, Spruce 

Meadows, the Wetaskiwin and the Rocky 

Mountain House air shows. I always enjoy 

the opportunity to introduce our museum to 

those who havenôt had a chance to visit us. 

   This year also marked the rededication of 

the Bruce Warren memorial garden, the 

completion of Phase I and II of our new 

restoration hanger, the dedication of our 

very special multimedia room to our very 

own Lancaster Pilot, Joe English, and the 

50th anniversary of the last flight of our 

Lancaster. With much pride I watched the 

results of our Lancaster restoration crewôs 

dedicated efforts, when for the first time in 

50 years, two Merlin engines roared to life. 

   As the president of our fine museum I am 

very proud of what our team of volunteers 

has accomplished. It is not without great 

dedication, sweat, and tears, that our 

museum moves forward. It is the 

volunteers, who spend countless hours 

moving equipment into the new shops, 

sweeping floors, caring for the lawns and 

gardens, running the front desk, restoring 

airplanes and putting together new displays 

that makes this museum more than just a 

collection of artifacts. It is because of you, 

the volunteers, that we are a world class 

museum that is second to none. 

Sincerely,                           Rob Pedersen 
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               MUSEUM HOURS   

 Open Daily -   April 16 to October 15 

                          9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 Open weekends -  Oct. 16 to April 15 

                         10 a.m. to 4 p.m.    

 To book group or special visits 

                Call  1-(403)-646-2270  

  NOTE DATE CHANGES ABOVE  AS 

    TO  WHEN MUSEUM IS OPEN !!!  

 The Nanton Lancaster Society is a nonThe Nanton Lancaster Society is a nonThe Nanton Lancaster Society is a non---

profit, volunteer society, registered with profit, volunteer society, registered with profit, volunteer society, registered with 

Revenue Canada as a charitable Revenue Canada as a charitable Revenue Canada as a charitable 

organization and is pleased to issue tax organization and is pleased to issue tax organization and is pleased to issue tax 

receipts for donations of funding or receipts for donations of funding or receipts for donations of funding or 

materials. materials. materials.    

The Society is working toward The Society is working toward The Society is working toward 

restoration of Nanton's Lancaster Bomber restoration of Nanton's Lancaster Bomber restoration of Nanton's Lancaster Bomber 

and development of the Air Museum with and development of the Air Museum with and development of the Air Museum with 

this historic aircraft as the centrepiece. this historic aircraft as the centrepiece. this historic aircraft as the centrepiece. 

The museum honours all those associated The museum honours all those associated The museum honours all those associated 

w i th  B om b er  Co m m a n d  a n d  w i th  B om b er  Co m m a n d  a n d  w i th  B om b er  Co m m a n d  a n d  

commemorates the activities of the British commemorates the activities of the British commemorates the activities of the British 

Commonwealth Air Training Plan.Commonwealth Air Training Plan.Commonwealth Air Training Plan.   

*********************************************************************************************    

 E-MAIL ADDRESSES & PHONE NOs. 

<nlscurator@lancastermuseum.ca> 

<nlsoffice@lancastermuseum.ca> 

Telephone No.  (403) 646-2270 

Fax No.             (403) 646-2214  

WEBSITE  <www.lancastermuseum.ca>                     

   BECOME A MEMBER OF THE  

 NANTON LANCASTER  SOCIETY 
  ððððððððððððððððð 

      - ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  -  $20 - 

  ððððððððððððððððð 

   SQUARE FOOTER MEMBERSHIP  
For a donation of $100 or more you become a 

SQUARE FOOTER member and receive:  

- A certificate stating you are a Square Footer 

member;  

- Your name placed on a permanent plaque 
in the museum;   

- An official tax receipt for income tax 

purposes; - and a three-year  membership. 

   ððððððððððððððððï 

          LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP   
For a donation of $500 or more, you become a 

LIFETIME MEMBER and receive:  

- A Lifetime member certificate; - your name 

on a permanent plaque in the museum;   

- an official tax receipt for income tax 

purposes. 

   ððððððððððððððððï 

     WING COMMANDERS CLUB  
For a donation of $5000 or more you  become  

a  member  of  the WING COMMANDERS 

CLUB and receive:  

- all the rights of a Lifetime member; 

- PLUS your name on a special permanent 

plaque on the ñEXCLUSIVEò Wing 

Commanders board.   

  ððððððððððððððððð 
 Address: The Nanton Lancaster Society  

                    P.O. Box 1051 

                    Nanton, Alberta 

                  Canada   T0L 1R0    
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               ANNOUCEMENT  

 The 2009 Annual General Meeting of 

the Nanton Lancaster Museum will be 

held at the museum in The Joe English 

Room on Wednesday, April 1, 2009, at 

7:00 pm. All members are welcome to 

attend. 



Lt. Col. Mario LeBlanc, C.O. of 407 

Squadron, first unveiled the new 

ñLancasters in Peace Timeò display panels 

then spoke to the crowd about the actions of 

407 squadronôs past and present. 

LANCS IN THE ó50sCELEBRATION   

               August 22 and 23 
   The museum was pleased to host a well-

attended reunion of RCAF veterans who 

had flown in post-war Lancasters, many of 

whom had flown in our aircraft during its 

RCAF service from 1953 until 1958. A 

reception was held on Friday evening 

followed by a full day of activities on 

Saturday. The program in the main hangar 

on Saturday afternoon saw the official 

opening of new display panels focussing on 

the post-war role of RCAF Lancasters and, 

in particular, our museum's aircraft. A 

commissioned painting by John Rutherford 

depicting FM-159 during its No. 407 

Squadron years was unveiled. Our special 

guest speaker was No. 407's current 

commanding officer, Lt. Col. Mario 

LeBlanc, who paid tribute to the efforts of 

the squadron's aircrew of an earlier era. 

   Displays by other aviation related groups 

and special demonstrations were held in the 

main hangar. The day also featured the 

unveiling of a display panel and special 

artwork by Clarence Simonsen honouring 

Bomber Command ground crew. Our 

recently opened "Joe English Room" was 

the venue for several presentations and the 

new north hangar was utilized all day for 

coffee, lunch, and hangar flying. The 

running-up of the Lancaster's starboard 

engines and the Fleet Fawn added some 

aircraft smoke and noise at various times 

during the day. A much-enjoyed hangar 

dance featuring a twentypiece band that 

focussed on "Fifties" music concluded the 

celebration. 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Len Isaacson, from Lethbridge, AB, former 

tail gunner now in his 80s mans the guns in 

the museumôs restored rear turret.  

Here the Fleet Fawnôs Kinner engine is 

being run-up. In the background visitors try 

out the SnowBird Tutorôs cockpit. 

Former Lancaster flight engineer, Duke 

Dawe, assists Rob Pedersen in unveiling the 

special ñLancs of the 50sò painting by 

aviation artist, John Rutherford. 

A special display honouring ground crews 

of WWII and post war is unveiled.  

The Re-Enactors who helped make the day 

dressed as aircrew were accompanied by 

their ladies, also dressed in period costume. 

The last "crewmanò to board the Lanc 

waters down the tail tire for luck on the Op. 



 REMEMBERING BAZ -AUGUST 22/09 
    As part of our celebration of Canada's 

Centennial of Flight, the museum's special 

event next summer will focus on the sixty-

fifth anniversary of Ian Bazalgette's Victoria 

Cross Flight. As most of our members are 

aware, our Lancaster was dedicated to S/L 

Bazalgette in 1990. Although our museum 

building had yet to be built and the aircraft 

remained outside, it was a very significant 

step in the development of the museum as 

we forever tied Alberta's only WW II V.C. 

recipient with the centrepiece of what 

would become the museum that honours the 

Canadian airmen who flew with Bomber 

Command. 

   "Remembering Baz" will rejuvenate this 

relationship between our museum and S/L 

Bazalgette. We encourage our members to 

mark the date on their calendars and join us 

in Nanton. 

   During May, museum director Dave 

Birrell visited Downham Market in England 

where Baz was based and the small French 

village of Senantes which Baz overflew 

prior to landing the aircraft. It subsequently 

exploded killing all three that were still 

aboard. S/L Bazalgette is buried in the 

town's churchyard. Dave visited the crash 

site and spoke with Simèon Desloges who, 

as a nine year old boy, watched Baz's 

flaming Lancaster fly over his farm and 

land in a nearby field. The museum is 

working on some projects which hopefully 

will come to fruition at our "Remembering 

Baz" event next summer.      

 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Simèon Desloges, of Senantes, France, 

holds a piece of the original Bazalgette 

Lancaster, F-2T, which he recovered from 

the crash site near his farm. 
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S/L Ian Bazalgette is buried in the  yard  of 

this Senantes church.  



     JULY 19, 2008,  NINTH  ANNUAL 

               INVITATIONAL   FLY -IN 

   July  19  turned out to be a  great day  for  

the ninth annual NLS Fly-in. The weather 

cooperated with clear skies and light winds. 

   In all fifty-four aircraft arrived to partake 

of the pancake breakfast that was cooked up 

by the Nanton and District Lions Club.  

Most of those attending also stayed for the 
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 Some of the first arrivalsðLions Club serving  breakfast. 

Gordon Jonesô Tiger Moth 

Some of the visiting aircraft 

Former Harry Whereatt Harvard 

noon luncheon put on by the Okotoks/High 

River Cadet Squadron. 

  Local volunteers transported a number of 

those attending to and from the town of 

Nanton to visit the aviation  museum. All in 

all a successful gathering enjoyed by all.  

  The above collage of photos shows just a 

few of the visiting aircraft and those who 

attended the fly-in.   

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Sunwest Aviationôs immaculate Expediter! 


